MR.   WELLS

for it. These two, bound together only by genius,
were as the poles apart. Mr. Wells must be up
and doing. He is, as he says, no committeeman,
but he must at least provide the committees with
something to think about. If Mr. Shaw is the
Voltaire of his generation, Mr. Wells is the
Rousseau : he may have all kinds of artistic gifts,
but the job that interests him is persuasion.
The World Can Be Set Free by more machinery
and more love.

It is well enough. There is no thinking man of
Mr. Wells's generation, or the generation im-
mediately younger, who is not deeply in Mr.
Wells's debt. Many of us may react against his
criticisms : but at least they make us re-examine,
and brace us to refurbish, the institutions which
we would defend against him. As a polemist he
has been one of the greatest stimulants of his
time ; as a propagandist, ranging over man's
spiritual and material possibilities here, he has
been endlessly suggestive. His mind roves over
the whole surface of society, suggesting here a
new kind of personal relation and here a new kind
of vacuum cleaner. All is fishy that comes to his
net, and he is prepared to improve it.

This makes him a great social servant. From
another point of view, it must be remarked that
such of his reforms as are adopted will (by virtue
of their adoption) make his propaganda out of date,
and that such of them as are turned down or
outmoded will have an equal effect. He has
confessedly and deliberately chosen (for much of
his time) to be journalist rather than artist,

61